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Team BC thrives at 2018 Special Olympics Canada Summer Games

Special Olympics Team BC 2018 athletes competed with skill, sportsmanship, and pride at the
2018 Special Olympics Canada Summer Games. The athletes earned more than 220 medals
and achieved many personal bests at the event in Antigonish, Nova Scotia, which ran from July
31 to August 4.

“Team BC athletes did a fantastic job at the 2018 Special Olympics Canada Summer Games,”
says Leslie Thornley, Team BC 2018 Chef de Mission. “These athletes trained hard to prepare
for this event and we are extremely proud of how they represented their province. It was very
exciting to see them impress spectators from across Canada with their abilities and
sportsmanship.”

The 243 members of Team BC who travelled to Antigonish were made up of 174 athletes with
intellectual disabilities, 54 coaches, and 15 mission staff members, representing 38
communities across British Columbia.

Competing at National Games is an empowering and potentially life-changing experience for
Special Olympics athletes. Through competition and training, athletes set and achieve goals,
build confidence and pride, and create valued friendships.

Team BC medal count from National Games
Gold Silver Bronze TOTAL

Athletics 14 18 13 45
Basketball 1 1 2
Bocce 2 3 2 7
Golf 2 1 3
Powerlifting 6 5 4 15
Rhythmic Gymnastics 12 9 14 35
Soccer 1 1
Softball 1 1
Swimming* 27 35 52 114
TOTAL 64 74 83 223

*Swimming relay race results are currently still being recorded. Final medal count will be
available Monday, August 12 at www.specialolympics.bc.ca/team-bc-2018-results
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Athletes qualified for Team BC through their performances at the 2017 Special Olympics BC
Summer Games in Kamloops. Special Olympics Canada will select members of Special
Olympics Team Canada for the 2019 Special Olympics World Summer Games in Abu Dhabi
based on their performances in Antigonish.

From May 15 to 19, Team BC 5- and 10-pin bowlers competed at the 2018 Special Olympics
Canada Bowling Championships, earning 31 medals. Performances at this event will determine
the 10-pin bowlers that will be named to Special Olympics Team Canada.

About Special Olympics BC

Special Olympics BC is dedicated to enriching the lives of individuals with intellectual disabilities
through sport. In 55 communities around the province, we provide year-round training and
competitive opportunities in 18 different sports to more than 4,800 athletes of all ages and a
wide range of abilities, thanks to the dedicated efforts of over 3,900 volunteers. For more
information, please visit www.specialolympics.bc.ca and find us on Facebook and Instagram
@specialolympicsbc and Twitter @sobcsociety.

Contact:

Tim Fitzgerald

Communications Coordinator
Special Olympics BC

P: 604.737.3077

E: tfitzgerald@specialolympics.bc.ca
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